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Upon John vi. 66. 


From that Time, of bu Diſs 1 with 
bac k, and * ron ab bin A 
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N the eget oe en! our Bleſſed 
Cord wor Ea Walde Miracle, he feeds Five 
thouſand People with Five Loaves, and Two 


Fiſhes; Twelve Baskets of Fragments remain- 


> 


ing: The En is ſo taken with this' miracus 


Tous Intertainmertr, that they would needs make 
him a King; but our lowly King 2 Zion did not 
affe& worldly Grandeur, his Kingdom not bei 
e Pater d ; Chereſore he wi * 
panes over to Canermam ; many o 
the Multitude, whom he had fed; followed him 
chirher ; and Hare our Bleſſed Lord takes Occaſion! 
to preach 2 very a and ſpiricuat Sermon un- 
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as a Piece of nuit fand No. 
* Which they b: in to drop off from him, as the 


me 4 A 


back, Ke. ; | 

lu which Words, we may, notice, if, A Pe- 
fection, or goilig back from Chriſt. 24), The 
Seafon of it, Viz, Prom that Time, or after be bad 
preached the foregoing Sermon. 2dly, The Cauſe 
of it, implied in the Time, vis, The Spirituality of 
his Doctrine. Arb, The Perſons guilty of this 
"Defettion, viz. Profeſſed Diſciples, and that nat a 
few, but many of them. Sthh, The final and jr- 


recoverable Nature of their Defection; they welled 


no more with him. 33 
6 The Words are plain and eaſy; and therefore, 
& there is no Need of any eritical Explication ; 
& wherefore, take this native Obſervation from 
ine e 41" 4M 
Doc. That there are {ome Seaſons, wherein 1 
ny of Chriſt's pretenedd Dileiples do fail off .from 
him, and that finally and irrecoverably ; From that 
Time, mam, &c, „ . 
In handling of this Dodrine, I (hall obſerve the 
Order of the Words, and ſpeak a little, (I.) Un- 
to this Defection, or Falling-off from Chriſt. 
2.) Enquire a little into the Cauſes: of it. 

| The Seafons of it, (g.) The Pertons guilty 


few Charagters of chols, 
walked no more wich bg 
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Who fall off finally, and 


. ——— 


— 


— — 


the Defection, viz. The Diſeiples. (5.) Givea -- 
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Firſt, I, 1 will ſpeak a little unto this De- 
fection, or Falling- off from Chriſt: And here 1 
would, (1.) Give you ſome of the Seriptural Names 
of\it, (2.) Condeſcend on the Kinds and Degrees of 


it, (3.) Its Ingredients, (4.) Its Concomitants. 


Firſt, Some Seri ptural Names, which it 


is called: And ſometimes it is called, 4 Eook- 


” 


77 back. Luke ix. 62. No Man, putting bis 
and to the. Pioug h, and looking back, is fu for the 
Kingdom of Heaven, My Friends, ye have been 
profeſſing to ſer your Faces Heavenward: O'! be 


ye aware of caſting a Baek-look upon your old Lo- 


ers; Remember Lot's Wife; Take Heed, that God 
o not ſet yout up, as Monumeuts of his Venge-" 
ance. Again, Iis ſomet imes called 4 Turning 
back, Lam. l. G. Jeruſalem igbeth, and turneth back. - 
The Way to Heay@ will not admit of a Retreat, 


. mult (till be preſſing foreward, vhatever Oppo- 
ſition may be in yout Way. Again, Sometimes 


tis called 2 Drawing back, Heb. x. 38. fam Man 
draw back, my Soul ſhall have .no- Pleaſure in him. 
Moreover, tis called a Slidin back, intimatine, that 
the People, that are not we buckled in Religion, 
ſtand upon ſlippery Ground, Hof; xi. 7. My People 
are bent to Baekſliding. Furthermore, Tis called w- 
Falling back,, Ila. xxviii. 13. The Mord of the Lord 
was unto them Precept upon Precept, and Line uon 
Line, that they might go, and fall; backward, and be 
broken, and ſnared, and taken; and ye know a back- 
ward. Fall is exceeding dangerous, Lash, Io 


mention no more, 'tis called @ Turning aſide ; tis 


laid ot /ſrael,> That they quickly turned aſide, like'a 
deceitful Bow, whigh * oe Deſign of the 
Archer, by ihooting awzy, ar beſides the Mark. 
* OR # 11114 ee 


(6 i 
They, who turn aſide utito crooked Ways, .What- 
ever may be their Pxetences to Religion, ntfs the 
| Mark of the fame, even the Mart and Prize of tht 

high Calling of Gol in Corift Jeu; and ſhall be let 
forth, and have their Part with the Workers of Ini- 


Secondly, I come to eondeſeend on the Kinds and 
Degrees of Deſections from Chriſt « And, not to 
multiply Diſtinctions, which are more ready to 
confound t han cdify Hearers ; I ſhall only menti- 
on theſe Two or Three, rf, DefeRtion from Chriſt 
is ſometimes more univerſal, arid general of the 
Body of a Church and Nation together; thug 
Eobeſas, Rev. ii, is charged with falling from her 
firt Lore; and the whole Body of the I ſraelliiſd 
Nation are engaged together in a DefeCtion, by 
oing in to worſhip the Idolatfous gt g 
erobtam erected at Dan and Bethel ; and it was ſo 
univerſal}, that the Prophet Elijab thought he had 
been left alone; though indeed the Lord tells him, 
That he had Seven Thouſand in Aracl, which had 
not bowed the Knee to Basl, And ſometimes more 
{ſpecial and particular, as when a ſingle Society, 

x Famil or partieular Perſon, enters upon a Courſe 
of Detection, and Backſliding from Chriſt and his 
Ways;of which Inftances may be afterwards named. 
auh, Sometimes it is more open and avowed, in Con- 
tradiſtinction from the former, by abandoning and 
relinquiſhing the very Profeſſion of Religion, which 
= once pretended to, and become openly wicked 

flagitious, giving themſelves looſe Reins fin 

a Way of Sin, Or it is more Hid and Seetet, when, 

tho there be fill a Profeſſion of Religion kept up; 

yet the Power of Godlineſs is quite forſaken, and 
the Heart maintains a. cloſs Qorreſpondenee _ 

0 | 1 


T birdh, I come to notice ſome Jugredients , 
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latisfacti- 1 
on 
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n 
on wih Chriſt, and a Vilipending both him and his 
Way; for they ſaid, Verſe 42. 1s not hi Father and. 
his Mother and Siſters with uf? how then came he 
down from Heaven? (2.) A Murmuring and Re- 
pining againſt the Spirituality of his Doctrine, ont 


of a rooted Enmity and Prejudice againſt it, Ver, | | 


41. They murmured at him, becauſe he ſaid, I am the 
Bread of Life "which came down from Heaven ; and 
' again, This is a hard Saying,” who can bear it ? 3.) 
A formal Diſputing and Arguing againſt his Bo- 
Rrine, as repugnant unto Reaſon ; they ſet up their 
Reaſon as the Standard of Revelation, and will re- 
ceive nothing, but what they were able to eom- 
rrehend; for they ſtrove or diſputed amony themſelves, 
ſaying, How can this Man give u Fleſh to eat, Ver, 
52. (4.) A formal Cafting co with Chritt, and 
turning back to their old Way and Trade ot living, 
whereby their latter End was worſe than their 
Beginning, for they went back, and followed bim no 
more, as in the Text, HOUSE. ee 
Fah, 1 come to mention ſome Concomitants 
of Defection from Chriſt, (1,) It is commonly 
accompanied, with a Halting and Wavering between 
Sin and Duty, as Iſrael did between God and 
Baal, How long, lays Elijah to them, do ye halt be- 
tween two Opinions? If the Lord be God, then fol- 
low him; but if Baal, then! follow him. When this 
wavering befals People, they cannot ſtand long, 
for 4 double minded Man is unſtable in all his Ways, 
ſays ag Their Heart is divided, therefore ſhall 
they be found faulty. (2-) It is commonly attended 
with a mercenary Kind of Spirit; for as ſeeular and 
worldly Intereſt, is the Spring of all their Reli- 
gion; ſo it is the Spring of their! Apoſtacy and 
Delection from it, as is plain from what our Lord 
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tels 
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dallying 5 
the Man ſay, What needs allthis need leſs Nicety 


3 dangerous 
one ſays, Iie that will go 


3 Paul their 


1 Ty 15 With a 


6. 
tells Ur p PO Diſc 
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will ſtand by Chriſt and Religion, 28 
will and wich their ſelfiſh poo 9: 
2 but no denn : Chit, Conſeienee, Re- 


ay 1 . 1 attended with a ſtretching f 
to the uttermoſt Piteh, and a 
ap ot Evil; O, "mill. 


Ce. 


and Preciſepeſs ? 1 may ad venture thus 2 | ap; 
yer keep in both withC and-a good 

ike Eve, who, thought ſhe e tamper with the 
Temptation, without any Hazard of a Complianee; 
Or Sam ſen, who thought he might dally with De- 


Conicienee; 


4 F 4 4 8 * 
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the 2 but becauſe ye 22 Lans, 
led ; where big. mercenary Spirit pres. | 8 


Thing, muſt cruckle unto t his ar * 
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lilab, and yet keep in with God. O Sirs, it 18 


ing too 2 8 1 For, as 


when Occalion ferves, 2 


proofs. 
up, —5 the Evil of their Ways diſcovered : 


a- Net, full of Fury Ad 
much of this, even in good Men, when engaged 


in A partial. Deiection. Aſa was {o-uritate by the 
bat he caſts him into Pries 


Reproof of the Prophet, 

ſon, for telling him, 2 be was fallen. from his 
former Conſidenee in God, hen the Hoſts of the 
Ethiopians came up oſt Mum. And the Odatiahs 


at the utation of 
hin L these 
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Lange he may, 

than e 

- ought. - (4.) ts n a ſnarling at Re- 
they canno abide to have their Sores ripe © 


Miniſters preach never ſueh — Doctrine, yet if 

they but point towards the Airth where heir De. "i 
fections ly, preſemtly they art like wild Bulls. in 

N eſentnent; we find too 


1 becauſe be 101d rhe. 
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ſdoſe that und them Ground, or who 
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Teſtimony againſt their Defections; and if they 


gm any ſuch, making but the leaſt) wrong 
rip, publiek 


they are ſure to take it as open 


to the World as poſſible, and to repreſent it in 


che blackett Character imaginable, It u a very 


true Obſerve, That Backſhders, are eommonly 


Backbiters ; they cannot abide to fee any outſhine 


tbemſelves in Holineſs and Tenderneſs, and there 


fore they ly at the Catch, to wound the Reputati- 


on of thoſe, that carmot run the fame Length with 


ſtmemſelves; this made David pray, Deliver me, O 
TNieproeach of the Foolifh ; for when my Foot ſlippeth, mine 
_ "Enemies do 


from all my Tran ſgreſſiant, and make me not the 


nifie themſelves ag ainſt me. (6.) Di- 
Iſion is alually the Coneomitant and Fruit of 
ſection : If we ſhould trace all Diviſions ta cheir 


Fpring, whereby the Bowels of the Chureh of God 


"© 


Acclaim agairilt” us 'for maſpng a Rupture in the 
themſelveg, that make 


Wap of Sin, or purchaſe P 
Truth and Honnef. Tune 


have been rent, ſince che ſirſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 


we ſhould ill find chem taking their Riſe from 


tha bitter Fountain of DefeRtion : Mhat as it, but 


the Defections of ſome in the Church of Corinth, 
that gave Birth umo that Diviſton, wheresf. the 


Apoſtle complains,” faſt Epiſtle and firſt Chapter ? 


What was it 1 Delections of the Chureh of 


Rowe, that has made ſuch a wide Breach between 
Froteſtants and Papiſis 3. Tis true, every Party and 


Set of Men bave preached up Peate, and cried out 
againſt Diviſica, as the Papiſts, to this very Day, 


Church of Chriſt; whereas it is not we, but they 
f the Rupture by their Defecti- 
ons. We muſt not ay, 


as the Sentiment of 


> # 


. 
. % © \&, 
give any .- 
' 


( 


« Ginfederacy with any ina 
at the . f 


| might-be added as Concamitauts of Defection ; but 


Food old Jacob on his Death-hed, Gen, 49. Simeon 
i Brethren in Iniquity,  Infruments of 
| Cruelty are in their Habitation ; O Soul, came nat 
thou into their Secret, &c. Many other Things _ 


* 1} 


* 
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I muſt nat ſtand on them, I go on therefore unto + 
be Sand Thing in the! Text aud 'Mathod,”' 
Which was, to enquire a little into the Cauſes of D 
fection. And 14. The main Cauſe, or rathes Oe- 
caſion of this DefeQion here mentioned, was che 
T Jupleaſantneſs of Chriſſs Doctrine unto the ſen- 
fual and carnal Inelinations of thele preteuded Die 
eiples mentioned in our Text: His Doctrine die 
not ſuit their Humors, and anſwer their Expectatls 
ons, therefore they went back, and walked no more 
wich him; juſt like many among our ſelves, who, . + 
if Miniſters do not preach” according to te - ? 
Fancies, it they be free and faithful, and preach -* 1 
againſt the Detection whereof they are guilty, they 
either turn their Backs on or cry out upon 
them, as Men of turbulent Spirits, Incendſ s, 
Firebrands, and what not: But Minifters ned not . © 
be diſcouraged on this Account, ſince the Apoliles 
of our Lord were characteriſed after the fame Man» 3 
ner, Theſe are they, that have turned the World npfade- 
| (own, | fear there are many among us, Wo, if 
they would ſpeak the Language of their Hearts, 
would join Iſſue witli that People, I/. XXX. 10. 
Mbo ſaid ume their Seers, ſec nut; and to the H 
pbet i, Propbe ſie not unto us right (Thing 5, ſpeak 9 s 
us moet I hinge, prophe fie Deceit, But, Ars, We 
need not wonder, to {ee Folk ſtumbling at the plam 
Truths of the Werd, ſeeing Chriſt himſelf is ſet 
for the Fall, as well as for the Riſing of many in 
Ifrael. © adly, The Love of worldly Riches is another 
. 23235 


— 
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3 

| gent Caſe of Deletion avis plain, * APY 
IF the Apoſtle, 1. TI. vi. 10. The Love of Money is 
the Root of af Evil, which, while ſome bade coveted - 
After, they Ark erred from the Faith,and pierced them- 
elves through with many Sorrows. | Where the Love 
* of the World has the 1 in the Heart, the 
Love of God eannot be ſtrong; for if any Man love 
the World, the Love of the Father is nos in him; 
and where the Love of God is not, it is impoſſible 
for that Man to ſtand his Ground. 3d, The Love [ 
of worldly Eaſe is another great Cauſe of Defection |. | , 
from Chrilt, eſpeeially in a Time of Perſeeution for || 
the Gofpel's Sale; tor then it will be ſaid, as Peter 
unt Chriſt, when diſſwading him from go going up 
- to Feruſalem, Hafer, ſpare Thy ſelf, it is pelt to 
bo ' ſep in a whole Skin; but let us remember what 
Cttrriſt ſays in this Caſe, Matt h. xvl. 25. 25. Whefoever 
will ſave bis Life, "ſhall _— — and v ho ſoe ver 5. 
-  bofe bis Life, for my Sak is, 4qthly, The 

of Man is another 0 Defection; Fear 

f en, ſays Solomon, cauſes 4 Snare, eſpecially 
the Fear of offending and diſpleaſing great Men, 
upon whom ve have an A of Dependenee : But,, || 
2s an Antedote agat let us compare the 
"Wrath of Man wich the Wrath of the eternal God: 
Shall we adventure to run upon the thick Boſſes of 
the Almighty's Buckler, to evite the Diſpleature of 
2 Worm like our ſelves? Ja. li. 12. Who art 

| tes ow: rrp ons aid of Man that ſhall. 


ſhoxddeft be are 

'S Ig" of Man that ſhall be as Graſs, 

| ad foe Lord thy. Mater, that ffretched owr I} 

the Heavens, and laid the Feundatians of the Earth - | 

Iso the — Purpoſe is chat Caveat, given us by our 
bpleſſed Lord, Fear not Man that can kill the Body, 


but cannot * the Cont Ke. 545%, Bad * yy ol 
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on 


| Fatal Influence this 'Way, and the bak 
Example of Men of Influence and Authority, fun 


Though all Mon ſpoald for ſate thee,” yet "will o_ 


* 


N 


as Miniſters and Magiſtrates; ye haves Word for 
this, Hoſ. v. 1. Hear Ye h, O Prieſtt, and ite 3% 
Ear, O Houſe of the King, * is toward your," 
becauſe ye have been a Hare on Miſpeh and 4 Net fpread 
«pon Tabor. When we have conceived a great Vene, 
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wo 


ration for any Mat, we are very ready to run fx 


«his Example: Thus, Gal. ii. 1 3. Burna¹,ẽꝗq with” 


ay 
of the converted Jews at 'Antrochje&e led am; _ 
eter s Diſſomnlatidn, bo ſeameſ Inte hem 4 Pills 7 
for which Paul withfod bby Ib vrry Facts Lit us 
always remember, that we are: be Followers 


no Man, but in ſo far at they" ans Polloners of Chrift” 
Sieb The Pong er! and Deeceid f the Heatt, with 
its natural Bent ar b 
is deceitful above all Things, and deſperately Wie 
ked : That Character given Iſrael is exceedingly ap- 
plicable unto it, Hoſ. xi. 7. They are bent to Backs 
ſliding : There is not only an'Eaſmeſs and wee 4 , 


Byaſs towdrds Sin: The Heart 


in the Heart of Man to Sin, but a ſtrong Propenſi 


and Inelination; fo that it was not without ſufficienit 
Ground, that Solomon tells us, Pro. xzviit. 26, 

He that | truffs + bis own Heart, is 4 Fol; let us 
therefore advert unto that Cayeat'of the Apoltles, _ 


Heb. iii. 12. Tale heed Brethyen, left there" be in any 


| of you, an evil Heart of Unbelief, in departing from 
te living God. 1 might mention es Is | 
| / Cauſes, if Time would allow; ſuch as abſolute au 


downright Hypoeriſie in their Management with 


God; if the Heart be not right "with God, People 


can never be fedſaſ in his Covenant. Again, Self- 
confidence, 
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{tanding, truſt to their oN]n Strength; like Per, 
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Theſe Reſolations, that are founded upon our owe | 
Swength, will prove like Jud Gourd, wicher 
and come to nonght, as ſoon as ever the Wind of 
Temptation flows on them. Wemre not to ttuſt a- 
m created Garage that is in . the Grace 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus; Be frong in the Lord, and 


in the Power of this Myr Again, nin Folk vo- 
their 


8 Guard, and ſlzek their 


Des 1 — abent Lion, 
5 70 ver wad 4 4 roaring | 
. a "un - Again, when Folk do 
— 3 a ſute — 2 He that builds mut 
= - count che Coſt chey that have not a Root of ſolid 
F Grace in _ themiciges, they Will fall away in the 
Tune of Temptation, And ſo much for che Cauſes 
of Defection, the ſesond Thing propoled. 
Ide Third was, To enquire a little into the Sta» 
| ſons of ie en the Words alſo give: Ground 
= for this Enquiry, From that Time, many of bis Di- 
= eciplernent back 3 ye may take theſe few, among ma- 
- ny others, (n,) Defections: may happen, after 
God · has been making very el and remarkable 
Appearanees in his Providenee for a People: Chriſt, 
in che Beginning of this Chapter, had made a 
bs yea, a miraculous Appearance for tboſe 
People, by feeding them in a Detert-place.; and 
a — a Day or Iwo after, they went back, aud 
walked no more with him, This was the Sin of 
fal; God delivers them out of their Egyptian 
Bondage, in a wonderful Way, plaguing their 
Enemies, and dividing the Red-Sea before them ; 
and yet they ſoon forgot his mighty WorksSand 
turned aſide from the right Way; and, alas, wy 


eee ee ehe, in 
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they y eld themſelves an eaſy Prey to the. | 
Be lobed; d le, — 5 


— 


0 


i hd eke | 
2 322 ſurpri and almoſtmi> 
raculous- Deliverances chat he wrought for 
. us? (a.) Defections . 
midſt of the cleareſt Revelation o the Goſpel, and 
when the Light of the Goſpel” is thinivg with" the 
reateſt Brigbtneſs among 2 People. This People 


upon: the Back of * — 
Back upon him. This r 

ons, und abounding Sins, that they are under be 
eleareſt Sun- Hine of lation; #1 bad 

not come and ſpokin unto them, . n 

but now they have no Cloke .for their Sin. — . 

very dolemn Proteſſious of Love and Fr1 
to Chriſt, This People here, they profeſſed: fucks 

Kindneſs unto Chriſt, that they would needs make 
him à Ring; and they are ſo taken with him, that 
they follow him to the other Side of the Sea; and 
yet alas they went back, and walked" no more with 


That whatever the Lord their God mould command 
them, that they would obſerve and de; but they 
quickly turned aſide,” like a deceitful Bon. My Friend 
Ye Yo hive been profeſſing Friendſhip to Chriſt, before 
Men and Angels, by partaking of the Symbols of | 
his Body and Blood. G! Take Care that ye be not 
found practically renouneing Your ©Sacramental 
Engagements, by-cinring upon à Courſe of DefeRi- 
en: Alas, may not the DefeQions of many Pro- 
feſſors be dated from a Communion-Table? + 
come away, after they have got the 7 with more 
of Hell and the” Devil in them, chan before, 
15 (4-) After ſome remarkable as 


* 


| here they had bead Chriſt bimWIf-preach, W IWO—t 
ſpake as never Man ſpake — . — Ke. 


him. Thus ul allo; they ſeemingly profeſied, | | 
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and ſeeming) Expetiences in 


ll Ning their Back on 
Te Whither N 
de Wodrof eternal Life * Rer. il. 4. That buſt a 
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bad procured this Character unto them; fer 
3 5 2 * | 1 , 


1 46. 


Ie was an high Nggravatien 


de went aftray,2-after the Lord had ſeveral Tires 
1 


7 
» - 48%; 


appeared to him (f.) The Time of worldly Pro- 


ae, Den, rn. 15: Jiri waxed fat, and 
ek, And Hof: - Xii. 6. According to their Pa- 


fture, ſo were they filled; they were filled, and 
their Heart was exalted, therefore have they for - 


Seaſon," whercin,the Lord: calls for a fpecial Teſti- 


BET mouy for him at the Hand of Profeſſors; and yet 
72 even then, many do fall off, and ſail with the 
Stream. The Stony-ground-Hlearers, when Afflicti - 


on or Perſcatition ariſes btrauſe ot the Word, im- 


bi whe. 
of le din, that 


tten me. (6.) A Time of Trial, and Perſecucton 
If = for: Righteoulnels-Sake, when Enemies are inva- 
ding the Rights and Privileges of the Church-of 
Chriſt, caſting Fire into his, Sanctuary, and polla» 
ting the Dwelling-place of his Name. This is a 


155 


mediately they are oſſended : Rotten Fruit uſually + 


drops off in a Storm, and the Wind commonly 


dxives away the Chafl. (7. Deſection may happen 
among a People, even when there is a Remnant 
keeping their Ground, and maintaining their Iute- 
grity-; as ye ſee 3 the Multitude are tur- 

| . Chriſt, be ſays to lns.Dileiples, 
Will ye alſo' go anay? Unto Which they anſwered; 
ſhall we go, but unto thee, for thou haſt 
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1 if 
- + The Foxrtb Thing is, To, enquize who they are 
that make this Defection from Chrit 3. we are told 


hare That they were Diſciples, that is, they were 
10 pro 
had gone confiderable Lengths with Chrift, which 


"..O 


feſſed)y : They pretended to be Diſeiples, and 


4 


FE BR EET | 
. Au ws wh adit 
2%, They had entred into Chriſt's, School, and 
got many a ſweet - Leſſon ;, but bearing many 
Things, they did not obſerve them. adh, They were 
Diſeiples, for they owned him as their Maſter and 

rd, v. 25. When they found him on the other 
Side of the Sea, they ſay unto him ? Rabbi,” when 
cameft. thou hither 3 and, v. 34. Lud, everghore 
give us of that Bread. Of the ſame Kind are theſe, 
Matth. vii 22, who cried, Lord, Lord, have we not 
|. propheſied in thy Name, &. 340, They were a Sett 
ok Men, that had a very fiery Edge upon them for 
a While; tor they not only followed Chriſt thr 
the Sea, but they have ſeemingly. very ſtrong De- 
fires after Chriſt, and the Bread of Life; Lord; 
lay they, evermore gite u this Bread; but, though 
with their Mouth they pretended mueh Love, yet 
their Heart went after their@overoulneſs. 47 büy, They 
are ealled Diſciples, for they joined themielves un- 
to the Society of the true and real Diſeiples of 
Chriſt, and go along with them, in following 
Chriſt for a conſiderable Time, but yet turn their 
Backs on them at length. Stbiy, They bad been 
Eye and Ear- witneſſes of the Doctrine and Miraeles 
of Chriſt z and yet, for all this, they went back, 
and walked no more with him. Thus ye ſce upon 
what Account they might be called Diſciples. And 
now, ſee ing in the Text, we are told that they were 
many; hence therefore ye may take the following 
Obſeryations or Remarks. (t.) That, among the 
J © Maulticude of Profeſſors, Cheiſt has commonly but 
a thin, Backing, in a winnowing and ſitring Time 5 
there was but a handful that ffayed with Chriftz 
The greateſt Multitude dropt cf, the Heap of Corn 
is but ſmall, when the Straw and Chaff are ſep: rate 
from it: Chriſt's Flock is but a little Flock; Alam 
F | oa” 2 \ we 
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bat fo < 455 by Strait i the Ga 
are . 4 2. 
7500 that Aud mo Life; dd fe 
Iberer be on . (z.) As Chiilt has bit a 3 
Backing ; ſo the "greateſt Nur r of Proſeſſors 
uſhilly dance to che Devil's Pipe, and comply 
5 the Side ol the Times: Many ot them went 
back, only che Twelve ſtayed behind ; Broad is the 
Wh that leadech ito Defi#ubtion,” and many 1 ere be 
that go in thertut. (3 .) DefeRibh from Chrilt, 1 is of 
a very ſpreading and contagious Nature; 4 little of 
this Leven, ig fair to leayen the whole Tump: go 
a Pefifencial Air, it tes over a whole 
dom ini a very lietle Time. ' Aationg the 8 
ufands in Frael, only ſeyen Thouſand bad not 
— unto Baal; there were but a few Names in 
Sardis, Which _ not defiled their Garments. 
Hence it follows, That the Way of the Mul- 
titude is av Þ dufpe Sed, 255 People are 
near to think themſelves Naß 12 5 becanfe they 
have many Neigh urs; for we are not to follow 
a Multitude to do Evil, in e the Way of the 
Multitude, is a Way Toathed of 

8.0 e Followers # Chi Tag not be dif- 
couraged, becauſe of th 958 of their Number; 
for it has 4 0 fal 88 & :It' was" fo at fiſt | 
and will be Io to the + End of the World ; When the 
Son of Man cometh ſhall He tic figd Faith in the 
Earth? And therefore T fay, though ye "Thbrld ſit 
like 3 Pelican in the Wil, erneſz, and Owl in the 
Deleft, thou ** ye houlg become the Song of the 


| Drunkard, Ind be held for Signs and Wonders in 
Ifr ael, bzexufc of the Sirgnlarity of your Way; yet 
_ be not diſcotifaced at tins ; for it is tat bettet to go 

to LHeaven alone, than to Hell | in Company. 
"Now Fit be asked, Why che Lord . De- 
ſections 
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A 
ain the late] 
lows, 7 Tae e bis 79 and be that 
1 0 2 lg: ad Strength, as in the Hebrew, 
| be thongs of hg ; 1ntimating rhus.m 
| chr jh ng pr ons ypoexites rom * Ways 
| 6 (haxpers | elolution of the truly 
8 tor, at ſuch a Time, 
folg bis Praclantarion in the 
| of 1jrac], bo, js = the Lord's Side? Unto ' 
| Cs we may add, has, eſe Detections of pre- 
tended ———4 7 in a Way of righteous Judge 
ment Prove Seunibling-Blocks, to others, whereby 
they are hardned in, a Way of Sin 3 a thus a Wo 
falls both upon the Offender, and dhe Offended; ace 
cording to that of Chriſt's th 10 the World becauſe, $ 
| Offences : O * muſt needs come, bur Wo to 
Man by whom. the Offence cometh, 
The Fifth Thing, 1s to + few C Charadters, 4 
wo 4 — fall EA finall 2 my no more m ; 
riſt; on y.before I go a1 would premit, that 
out here cher to give poſitive Marks of an itre- 
| K 2 govVep 


Goat in cleaving, ch 
2 as it were, 5 


—— 
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| coverable Condition; for 4 who can ſet Bounds ta 
the infinite Grace and Mercy ot Him, to whom no 


Caſe is deſparate, and who is able to ſave, to the 
u'termoli of Sin, and to the uttermoſt of Miſery ? 


Bur all Ido is, to offer fome melancholy Symptoms 


or Preſumptious of an irrecoverable Defection. (1.) 


Its a ſhrewd Eyidenee of a final Detection, when 


People fall off from the Profeſſion and Practice of 


Religion, after ſome ſignal, tho' common Illumi- 


nations and Irradiations of the Spinic ; for which 

e may read, Heb, vi. 4, 5, 6. (2.) When People, 
Hrouch the Influence of theſe common Illumina- 
tions in the Knowledge of Chrift, have been led to 
mike conſiderable Advances in the Way of Religi- 
on, : aud yet afterward apoſtatige and fall hack into 
that lame Puddle of Wickedneſs, which they ſeemed 


to have eſcaped ; a pregnant Seripture, for this, ye 


have, 2 Pet ii, 20, 21. (3.) When People know- 
ingly and wilfully venture upon a Way of Sin, after 
they have received the Knowkdge of the Truth: ; 
for which fee Heb. x. 26, 259, When Folk come 
that Length, elpecially after a Profeſſicn of Religion, 
as to become Mockers of true Piety, attempting to 
redicule Things ſacred, and to banter theſe out of 
their Religion, Wham they think to be aiming 
Hravenwird; this is a black Mark of One that is 
intirely given up of God, this being an open Pro- 


\ 


clamation of War againſt Heaven, Be not Mockers, 


4E your Bands be made ſt ong. (5.) Thoſe, whole 
Hearts are filled with Miliee againſt the Image of 
God in his People, Who nauſeate and deteſt the 
very Picture of Holineſs in his People, and ſ obe- 
dome open Pertecuters of Chriſt in his Members, 
and take all Methods imaginable to extitpate the 
Name of Chiilt and Chriltianity out of the World, 

5 DR he 8 


23 did the curſed Apoltate Julian. C6.) When 
People get Suceeſs and Proſperity in a Way ol Sin; 
they thirſt after Sin, and God grants them che 
Deſire of their Hearts, this is a Sigu of tetal and 
final Deſection; for [ays the Lord, Backſhaers in 


Heart ſhall be filled with their own Ways. Perhaps, 
Sirs, 'You, think all is right, "becauſe God in "his 

Providence does not cheek you in your finful 
Ways: But aſſure your elves, there cannot be a 
ſadder Mark of his Wrath and Vengeance; for then 
he ſeems, to be ſay ing, They are joined to t heiß Idols, 
let them \alone ; let him that is filthy, be 6 1118 
(7.) When, after ue Conſequence, Re- 

bukes from the Word and Spirit upon, the aceount 


. of Sin, all comes to be huſht up in a proſbund 


Silence, and the Senſes of the Soul are lock't up in 
a deep Slumber ; then it would appear, that God 
is laying, as he ſaid to the old World, 14 Spirit 


all no more ſtrive nith them : They would nat 


bearken unto my re, Iſrael would have none of meg 


wherefore I gave them ap to heir Hearts Luſts, + 


they walked after their own Connſels, 1 . #ould bile. - 


P. ed them, and they were not purged; therefore taey 


ſhall not be purged from their  Filthineſs- am © more, 
until I bave 'canſed my Fury te reſt on them. We 
have a ſad Fhifince of this Niriire J,. vi. 3. There 
is a People, on whom God had taken a great deal 
of Pains, as we read Chap. v. he had choſen them 
as his Vineyard, planted them in a. fruitful Soil; 
but all his Labour was lofi, they ſtill went on in 


a Courſe of Defection and & poſtacy; inſtead of 


Grapes, they brought forth wild Grapes. Well, 
at length God ſeals them up under a Stroke a0 | 
judicial Blindneſs and Hardneſs, fo that no Re- 
proof from Word, Proyidenee or Couſcienee ſhoutd. 
| ” 2 1 . Ja. DOES ever 
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erer dart upon thei, Go, ſaxs the Lord, and male 
the Heart of this Pei le 1, ſhut their KFyes, 622 
their > Ears, left they 2 Jes with their Eyes, bear 
with their Ears, widerflapd with their Heart, and con- 
Vert e Bedlet, * 
Before 1 progeed to the Application, I ſhall ob- 
© viate a Queſtion, Which fome ſerious So] may be 
ieady to move, upon What has been, ſaid in the for- 
mer Head, viz, Wherein lies the Difference between 
the partial and temporary Defections of the GY 


and te: total, final, ard irrecoverable Apoſtacics © 
 Hypd6crires, and temporary Believers ? Unto whieh 
I anſwer, 1ff, The Believer, when, he is left t 

backſlide, or to fall into any Sin, he howk and 


den too heavy for bim 16 bear ; mine Iniquities have 
taken Hold on me, that J am not able to look ; they 
are mo than the Hairs of my Head, thenefore my Heart 
; faileth me, I hey can never ax themſelves with 

Satisfaction, till they be recovered again; an In- 
if of this we have in the Apoſtle Peter, after he 
Had been left ro make that foul Step of Defection, 
in denying Chrilt, with Curſes a q Imprecations; | 
after Chnit gave him but a Look, he Went out, 
aud Weept birterly : The fame we fee in David, 
Pal. Ii. after he had been guilty of Murder and 
_ Adultery, in the Matter of Uriah. and .B«cbſbeba ; 
How goth he lament and bewail his Folly ? And 
phat, which principally 2 them, is not to much 
* phe penal, as the moral Evil of their Defection; 
zhey are not ſo much grieved, that they themſelves 
_ "ſuffer, as that God is diſhonoured, and Religion 

rounded by their Means; as we fee in David, v. 3. 
Again ſ thee, thee only, have I fiuned, and in thy Sight 


de this Boil, adh, They are nett at Relt ot yy 


grones under it; it lies heavy on him, 4,4 2:48 
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ill th baye the, 100 an 2250 N of 1 di 2 
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eit Conſcrenees, till this be ld will 
avid, after he Fe had made this foul Step, 0, 2 
thoroug bly from mine Iniquities, and cleanſe 117 frow 
Sins ; and again, v. 7. Pur 7 me with Hyſop,, and 
54 be clean, maſh we, and 1 ſhall be 2 "then 
the Sno m ? Whereas the Hypoerite, when he falls, 
he elde the Clamours of bis Coplexnee, either 
by extenusting his Sin, ox by multiplying his Du- 
ties ; Will ie Lord be pleafed with Thouſands of 
Rams, or Ten yang Riverk of, Oil? but he 
prey runs co Chriſt, ave his Conſcience ſpri 
abe dead | Wards 34% The. elieyer, after 
rag has fa he doth not ſatisfy bimſelf 2 45 a 
turning frox 3 Sin unto God, but he muſt have 
ſome reviving intimatipns o of God's Favour, and 
reconelled Cotintenang ; as David, v. 8. Male me 
to. hear Foy and Gladneſs that on” Bones which- tho 
baft broken may rejoice, Though all the World ſhould 
fawn upon him, yer it will not pleaſe him, unleſs he 
get a Smile ffbm God himſelf, 4thh, The Beljever, 
when he falls, his Fall leads bim to bewail: the Cor- 
ruptiom and Depravation o his Nature; he traces 
the Streams to the Fountain, and fits doyen there, 
and weeps. over it, as the Cauſe of all bis Defechions 
and Bachfidings from God, as avid did; v. 8. 
Behold, 1 8 in Iniquity, and in Sin did 19 
| Mother conceive me; and looks uß to God for a 


\ * 


Cat of renewing Grace, v.10. Create in mea clean 


Heart, and rentw 4 right Spirit within 7K 5, whereas | 


Hypoerites, they bewail the Lois of: their e butati- 
on, more than they do their Sm, or che Depravation 


of their Nature. 5095 Whey Belen, e — | 
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come under freſh Engagements, through Grace, te 
walk more cloſly with God than ever they have 
done before, and endeavour to be more ſerviceable 


to him in their Generation than ever; as 5 


v. 13. Reſtore to me 1 of thy Salvation, then wi 


T teach Tranſgreſors thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be 
converted unto thee, 6thly, As burnt Bairns dread 
the Fire, they are afraid of falling into the ſame 
Sins, again ; and, for this End, indent with God, 
not in their own, but only in His Strength, to 
keep them; as David, Upbold me with thy free Spirit 
and again elſewhere, - Hold up my Going, in thy 
Paths,that my Foorfteps may not ſlide; and, Pſal. exix. 5, 
O that my Ways nere directed to keep thy Statutes | 
New, from theſe Marks of the partial Falls of the 
Godly, ye may ealily gather the Difterence between 


them, and the damnable Apoſtacy and total De- 


fection of Hypocrites,and Reprobates. - | 
And, now I go on to the, Application: of this 


Doctrine; and all the Ule I make of it, ſhall be in 


a Word of Exhortation ; Is it ſo, that many of 
Chriſt's pretended Diſciples do, ſome Time or 
other, fall tetally and finally away from him ? 


Iden let me exhort and perſwade all {hearing me; 


but eſpecially-you, who have been liſt ing up your 
Hands to him at a Communion-table, and profeſ- 
ſing to be bis Diſciples, by laying your, Hands on a 
ſlain Redeemer, To endeavour Firmnels and Stabili- 
ty, in cleaving to Chriſt and his Way; O, let it 


not be faid of you, as ic is ſaid of thir Diſciples | | 


here, From that Time they went back, and walked no 
more with him. „ x 
To euforce this Exkottation, conſider, Firf,, The 


| Evil of Apoftacy, either in Part, or in Whole. 
1½, lt is à Frovocation of the higheſt Nature; aud 


ae 


there ate eſpetially o Evils in it, which cannot 
but awaken divine Reſentment, viz, Treachery and 
Inpratitude ; (i.) There is NN it; What 
Husband would take it well, if his Wife ſhould a- 
bandon lum, and follow after other Lovers? wy 
Friends, you have been taking God for your Hu 
band, in a folemn Manner, before Angels and Men; 
and, Will it not be Treachery in the higheſt De- 
Free, to go and proſtitute your Souls unto Sin, his 
N vemy ? Will not this caſt a Calumny and 
Reproach upon God, as if others were better than 
he ? This will make him ſay, Wha: Iniquity have 
yoar Fathers ſound in me, & . O ? my People, what 
have 1 dne unto thee? wherein have I nearied thee £ 
C2.) There is Ingratitude in it alſo ; It was a very 
anting Word that Chriſt had to his Diſciples, in 
rhe Verſe following our Text, Will ye alſo leave me? 
The fame is he ſaying to every one of you, Will ye © 
ah ge am After ſuch Proofs of my Kindnels, 
er fuch repeted Vows and Obligations. From all 
which it is evident, that Apoſtacy is a Provocation 
of the highel Nature. 244, Your Backſliding will 
8 a deep Wound to 3 and bring up a 
1 eproaeh upon the good Ways of God: You have 
been owning him as your Lord and Maſter, and 
deelaring before the World, That you, think his 
Service the belt Serviee, his Wages the belt Wages ; 
that one Day in his Courts is better than a Thou 
i fanp. Now, if after all you backſlide, will not 
| the World conclude, That you have not found 
/ chat in his Service, which you expecded and thus 
ethers will be ſcarred from the good Ways of the 
1 (3.) You will grieve the Hearts of the Gods 
, Whoſe Hearts God would not griere; and it 
Is a dangerous Thing to offend one of his little 
L \ Ones; 


<< . 
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Ones; I were better for you, that 4 Millſtene were 
hanged about your Neck, and you caſt into the g's of 
- the Sea, | than that you ſhould offend one of theſe little 
Ones. ( 4.) If ye {hall apoſtatiſe in whole, and ſlide 
back with a perpetual Backſliding, it will be a 
Prelude of your eternal Baniſhment and Separation 
from the Preſence of God: God's Soul takes no 
Pleaſure in Backſliding, and therefore they can ne- 
ver have Acceſs into his graeious Preſence, conſe- 
quently ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting De- 
ſtruction. (.) If ye be Believers, and apoſtatiſe in 
Part, ye (hall put a Whip in God's Hand to cha- 
ſtiſe you; if ye (hall, after this, turn careleſs in 
your Walk, more remiſs in Duty, leſs frequent, lefs 
fervent, leſs lively than before, ye may aſſure your 
ſelves, that ye ſhall not go unpaniſhed-; Tow only 
have 1 known, of all the Families of the Earth; - there- 
fore I will puniſh you,” for all your Iniquities. If bis 
Children for ſake my Laws, and keep not my Command- 
ments, then will I viſs: their Tranſgreſſun with the 
Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes. | 
; Conſider, Secondly, Some great Adyantages of 
Stability in cleaving to Chriſt, and ſtand ing firm to 
his Cauſe and Intereſt; I,, It will furniſh you 
much inward Peace and Tranquillity of Mind, 
Great Peace have all they that love the Law. God 
tells Iſrael, That if they had cleaved unto him; and 
his Way, their Peace. ſhould have been as 4 River, 
and their Righteoufneſs as the Waves of the Sea, 
24h, It will glorify God, and reflect a Luftre upon 
Religion, make the World conclude ye ſerve a good | 
Maſter ; hence is that of Chriſt, Let your Light þ 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your good Works, 
and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 3dly, As 
Backflidig firikes a Damp upon the Spirit, at 
N 0 


| 


| through him? It has a Kingdom fecured to it; 
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the Approaches of Death, ſo Stability of Heaxt, in 
the Lord's Way, affords Courage and Confidence 
through Chriſt, upon the Approach of that grim 
ogy, of the Loxd or Hr 5 e 5 der of 
Paul, I have fought the good Fight, I have finiſhed my 
Courſe, 1 bh Eo the Erich ; r. is laid 
laid up for me a Crown of Righteowfneſs, &c. 4thly, The 
+ Reward of Grace is inſured in Chriſt to the ſted faſt 
Soul, 1 Cor. xv. Laſt, Be ye ſtedſaſt and immovable, 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord, and your 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lard : Remember 
that your Title to the Reward comes in, by Virtue 
of your Union with Chriſt ; and, O how glorious 
is that Reward the ſtedfaſt Soul is entituled to 


Ye are they which have continued with me in my T emp- 
tations, and 1 appoint unto you a Ring dom, a Throne. 
Rev, ij. Laſt. To him that overcometh will I grant ts 
fit with me upon my Throne.; a Crown is ſecured, a 
Crown, of Life, be then faithful unto Death, and 1 will 
give you 4 Crown of Liſe, a Crown of Glory; when 
the chief Shepherd /hall appear, ye ſhall receive a Crown 
of Glory, which fadeth not away ; ta Crown of Righ- 
teouſneſs, which is laid up for all that keep the Faith, 
and love his Appearing ; a Crown of Joy, yea, a 
Crown of everlaſting Joy, (hall be 
and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall fly away, 
I conclude with Two or three Advices, (1.) Take 
Care that the Foundation be well laid, upon the 
everlaſting Rock Jeſus Chriſt ; for this is the Fun- 
dation that God hath laid in Sion, and another 
Foundation can no Man lay; ye mutt be cemented _ 
to this Foundation by the Spirit and Faith, other- 


wiſe ye can never ſtand in a Day of Trial, for your 


Rodt being Rottenneſs, 1 loflom ſhall go up 
' e = 
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upon their Head, 
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as the Duſt; the Houſe built upon the Sand ſel 
when the Floods came, and the Winds ple and 
beat upon ir, but the Houſe founded upon THIS - 

ROCK (hall Rand out againſt the utmoſt Efforts of 
the Gates of Hell, (2.) Maintain an everlaſting 
lealouiy over your own Hearts, tor he. that truſt- 
eth his own Heart is a Foo}, conſidering that it is 
deeeitful above all Things, and deſperately wicked; 
particularly take Heed, of che Workings and Sprou- 
tings of the bitter Root of Unbelief, Which cauſes | 
to depart from the living God, Heh, ww. 12 
CF.) Keep your Eyes upon the Promiſes of perſeye- | 
ring Grace, particularly that, Fer. xxxii, 40. {will 
male an everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will ne- 

ver turn dizay from them to do them Good, bat I mill. 

put wy Fear in their Hearts, that they ſhail not dep ure 
from me ; If you plead and improve this Fromite by 

Faith, it is impoſſible ye can draw back, for it is 

impoſſible for God to lie: God, he (tands on hoth 

Sides of the Covenant, to fulfill both his and our 

Part of the ſame; and therefore plead, That he may 

fulfil his in you, that he would keep yon, by his 

Power, through Faith unto Salvation, C6.) Keep 

a (teedy Eye on Chriſt, the bleſſed Midiatas of the 

Covenant; Eye him as the Store-houſe and Foun- 

rain of all your Supplies of Grace and Scxengeh, for 
it is out 1 Fulne ſi that e receive, and Grace for 

Grace, Eye him as your Captain, to fight all 

your Battles againſt Sin and Satan, far be bas 
ſpoiled Principalities aud Pomers; and if ever we © 
overcome, it muſt be in the Blood and Strength f 
the Lomb. Eye him as your Guide, to lead on 
rough al! the dark and difficult Steps of your 

Pilgrimage, tor He leads the Blind in 4 Way that 

bey beve net knon. Eye him as your Abr 


- * 


hs P, 


— to Imitate 


Remember how ſteddy and firm he was in 2 
Ing on the great Work of Redemption; be 


his Face like a Fliux -gaintt all the Storms and 


Obſtacles that lay in bis Way, he did nd Fam, 
nor was he diſcouraged, but travelled on in ' the 
Greateſt of. his Streng v, enduring the Croſs, and 


diſpiſing the Shame, tor he faid no the Ctofs, * 


Ii is finiſhd: & (udy ye, after his Example 


to run your Chriſtian Race, your Courſe of 


Obedieve:, and preis on againft' all Teqaptations 
and Difficulties, till ye have finiſhed your Courſe 
with Joy, and arrive at the Mark and Prize of the 
. bigh Calling of God in Chriſt. (y.) Be awar of 
the firſt Beginnipes of Defection and Baekſlid ing, for 
one Trip makes Way for another. Defections, they 
are like the Rolling of a Stone upon the Brow of 
an high Mountain; if onee it begin to Roll, it is 
fair never to reſt, till it be at the Bottom: Ye have 
been upon the Mount of God, Sirs, and if ye be- 
gin once to roll down the Hill of your high Profeſ- 
ſions and Reſolutions, ie is an Hundred to One, if 
e do not land in the Depths of Apoltacy, and at 
alt, in the Depchs of Hell. ($.) Study to be well 
skilled in unma king the Myſtery of Iniquity, and 
in detecting the Wiles and Stratagems of the Temp- 
ter, and to provide your ſelves with ſuitable Ante. 
docs againſt every Attack of theEnemy;for Inſtance, 
if he tell thee Sin is pleaſant, ask him if the Grip. 
pings of the Worm of Co cience be pleaſant 
too; and if one Day in God's Houſe be not bet- 


ter, then a Thouſaud in the Tents of Sin? If he tell 


thee, chat no Body ſees, ask him if he can ſhut the 
Eye of an omniſeient God, whoſe Hes ge 4 4 
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fections : yup your Chriftian Race, lanling amo fem 
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in the Light of bis Conntenance ? If he tell thee it is 
but a little one, ask him if there be a little God? 
or if his Diſpleaſure be a little Thing. If he tell 
thee, that Sin is profitable, ask him, What is 4 
Man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole World, and 
and loſe bir own Soul, By Conſiderations of this 


Nature, the Mind comes to be fortified againſt 
the Attacks and Onſets of that grand Enemy of. 
Salvation, and prove a notable Balaft, ro keep the 
Saul - firm and Reddy againſt the moſt violent 
Storms and Tem 


Earth or Hell, 


pelis that may blow either from 
EINIS, 
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vs 3 alas: 
F + of Fire» and who ſerteth our moſt ſeorer Sint 
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